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NOTES AND NEWS 



Dr. J. Hughlings Jackson, F.R.S., the eminent English neurologist, 
died on October 7, aged seventy-six years. We quote the following from 
a brief appreciation of him published in Nature for October 19 : " Step by 
step we can watch the growth of his great generalization put forward in 
the Croonian lectures of 1884 on 'Evolution and Dissolution of the 
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Nervous System.' He showed that in hemiplegia movements and not 
muscles were affected, for the brain is not dealing with tools but with 
functions. Thence he passed to the idea of ' levels ' in the nervous system, 
each of which represented a higher evolution; passage from one level to 
that above it was always from the general to the special in function, and 
from the simple to the complex in structure. Dissolution produced by 
disease or by experiment occurred in the inverse order, and the removal of 
the highest level set free the activities of those below. To this view Jack- 
son gave the widest application, and explained the rigidity of limbs par- 
alyzed from cerebral disease by the over-action of uncontrolled centers in 
the cerebellum and spinal cord. So far back as 1877, he laid down that 
' the cerebellum is the center for continuous movements and the cerebrum 
for changing movements,' and so formulated the modern doctrine of the 
tonic nature of cerebellar activity." 

According to the Rivista di filosofia neo-scolastica for October, the 
Catholic Institute of Parigi has proposed for the Hugues prize of 2,000 lire 
the thesis : " The Value of Pragmatism as a Religious Doctrine. Define 
the different forms of Pragmatism, distinguish the elements of it which 
concern religion, and evaluate them." The competition closes on the first 
of March, 1913. The same periodical announces that the Accademia di 
scienze morali e politiche has announced a prize of 2,000 lire for the year 
1912 for the best essay on the topic "Pragmatism, Its Origins, Principal 
Forms, Meaning, and Value." 

Mr. David Jenness, of Balliol College, Oxford, shows his devotion to 
science by planning to spend a year, unaccompanied, among people who are 
admittedly cannibals. According to the London Times, several of the 
colleges of Oxford are contributing to support Mr. Jenness in an anthro- 
pological research expedition to the islands of Normandy, Fergusson, and 
Goodenough, in British New Guinea. 

The program of lectures and discussions arranged by the Child Study 
Society, London, for October-December includes the following: October 
19, " Coeducation during Adolescence," Dr. A. Beresf ord Kingsf ord ; No- 
vember 2, "Psychology and Grammar," H. Holman; November 9, "Psy- 
chology of Speech," Professor W. Rippmann ; November 23, " Psychology 
of Reading," T. G. Tibbey; December 7, "Psychology of Mathematics," 
Dr. W. Brown. 

A new university is to be founded at Perth, Western Australia. Mr. 
Cecil Andrews, who represents the commission charged with carrying out 
the project, is at present visiting the universities of this country. 

We take pleasure in adding to the list of our exchanges La ciencia 
tomista, a bi-monthly publication of the Dominican friars of Spain. We 
note that the first number received is No. 10. 

The death is announced of M. Alfred Binet, director of the psycholog- 
ical laboratory of the University of Paris. 

Professor E. B. Holt, of Harvard University, has leave of absence for 
the present academic year. 

Dr. McGiffert's " Martin Luther : The Man and His Work " is now 
announced by the Century Company for immediate publication. 



